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Class Discussion Exercises

These cxercises are for class discussion, perhaps with short presentations prepared in advance by small
groups of students.

9.28

9.29

9.30

2.31

In developed countries and some less developed countries, computers and Interner access are
available in schools. Is the “digital divide” likely to last more than ene generation? Whar form
will it take 25 years from now? How does it differ from social divisions that occurred when other
information and communication technologies were introduced?

What are some skills, traditions, and/or social conventions that have been, or might soon be, lost
because of computers? Include at least one that you think will be a real loss (i.¢., a negative result
of computers), and include at least one where you think the loss is not a problem. Give reasons.
Hold a debate in class on one variant of the following question: Does computer technology,
overall, have a negative impact on

aj most people in the world?

b) poor people in a developed country (e.g., the U.S.)?

c} the middle class in a developed country (e.g., the U.5.)¢

When information appeared on computer screens only as text, deaf people could read ir, and
programmers developed speech-synthesis programs to read the screens to blind people. The
multimedia, point-and-click interfaces of the Web pose problems for disabled people, Should
all business and government Web sites be required to provide full access for disabled people?
Discuss arguments for both sides. Which side do you think is stronger? Why? The Nartional
Federation of the Blind sued America Online in 1999 because AOLS software was not compatible
with screen-access software used by blind people. Which side do you think should win the suit?
Why?72

Three-dimensional “printers” create a 3D strucrure, layer by layer, using glues and resins, under
direction of a computer file. What are some likely uses for these devices? (Try to think of both
good and bad uses.) Do they fill any real needs? What disadvantages do they have?

At the beginning of the 215t century, a large protest movement against “globalization” developed.
Compare globalization caused by computer and telecommunications technologies to globalizations
caused by significant earlier technologies. Present and evaluate some of the arguments of the current
anti-globalization movement,
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